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QUICK  FACTS 


WHY  THREE  LANDFILL  SITES  IN  THE  GREATER  TORONTO  AREA? 


The  Greater  Toronto  Area  (GTA)  is  running  out  of  landfill  space.   To  ensure  that  the 
long-term  waste  disposal  needs  of  the  GTA  can  be  managed,  in  April,  1991,  the  provincial 
government  established  the  Interim  Waste  Authority  to  select  and  develop  three  new  landfill 
sites.   These  sites  will  be  designed  to  last  at  least  20  years. 

One  site  will  be  located  in  the  Region  of  Peel;  one  site  in  the  Region  of  Durham. 
Each  of  these  two  sites  will  accept  garbage  only  from  the  region  in  which  it  is  located.   A 
single  site,  however,  will  serve  the  combined  disposal  needs  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  and  the 
Region  of  York.    In  other  words,  four  out  of  the  five  regions  within  the  GTA  will  be  serviced 
by  the  three  landfill  sites.   The  IWA  is  not  undertaking  a  site  search  in  Halton  Region, 
because  it  already  has  an  approved  landfill  scheduled  to  open  in  1992. 

Some  people  have  suggested  that  the  entire  GTA  be  serviced  by  a  single  "super" 
landfill  site.   Others  have  suggested  a  greater  number  of  "mini"  landfill  sites  for  each  region. 
In  determining  that  the  IWA's  mandate  would  be  limited  to  three  separate  site  searches,  a 
sequence  of  decision-steps  was  followed. 

DISPOSAL  SERVICE  AREAS:    The  territory  of  a  population  requiring  waste  disposal 
services,  in  general  terms,  is  known  as  a  "waste  disposal  service  area."   Is  it  better  to  think  of 
the  GTA  as  one  large  disposal  service  area,  or  as  a  number  of  smaller  areas? 

In  the  case  of  the  GTA,  the  disposal  service  areas  correspond  to  the  areas  of  the  five 
regional  or  "upper  tier"  municipalities.   The  operation  of  waste  disposal  facilities  (as  different 
from  the  collection  of  waste)  is  an  upper-uer  junsdicnon.   The  "lower  tier"  or  local 
municipalities  do  not  have  responsibility  for  waste  disposal.    At  most,  their  responsibility  is 
limited  to  the  collection  of  waste  from  homes  and  businesses. 

In  effect,  the  GTA  is  divided  into  five  waste  disposal  service  areas.   However,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  IWA  landfill  site  search,  the  number  of  disposal  service  areas  under 
consideration  was  reduced  to  four  by  excluding  Halton  Region  for  the  reasons  noted  above. 


Next,  the  disposal  service  areas  of  Metro  Toronto  and  York  Region  were  combined; 
thereby,  reducing  the  number  of  disposal  service  areas  to  three.   The  decision  to  combine  the 


two  areas  was  based  on  a  mutually  beneficial  arrangement  by  Metro  Toronto  and  York 
Region.   In  the  arrangement,  currently  in  effect,  Metro  Toronto  agrees  to  service  its.  own 
disposal  needs  as  well  as  those  of  York  Region. 

LOCAL  RESPONSIBILITY:   As  announced  by  the  Minister  of  the  Environment,  Ruth 
Grier,  in  April  1991,  the  principle  of  local  responsibility  was  applied  in  the  GTA  to  mean  that 
the  landfill  site  selection  process  would  be  confined  to  within  the  GTA.   No  garbage  from  the 
GTA  would  be  sent  to  places  elsewhere  in  Ontario.   As  well,  a  disposal  service  area  would 
not  handle  waste  generated  from  another  (except  in  the  case  of  the  combined  Metro 
Toronto/York  disposal  service  area).   Thus,  the  principle  of  local  responsibility  effectively 
eliminated  the  idea  of  a  "super"  landfill  site  for  the  entire  GTA. 

There  were  other  reasons  which  argued  against  a  super  site.   For  one  thing,  the  size  of 
a  GTA  super  site  would  need  to  handle  more  than  56  million  tonnes  of  garbage  over  at  least 
20  years.   Finding  an  environmentally  acceptable  landfill  site  of  that  size  would  be  extremely 
difficult.   Its  environmental  and  social  impact  on  a  local  community  would  be  significant. 

EFFICIENCY:   The  alternative  of  developing  only  one  landfill  in  each  of  the  three  disposal 
service  areas,  instead  of  developing  a  series  of  smaller  sites  in  each  of  the  disposal  service 
areas,  was  decided  upon  primarily  on  the  basis  of  efficiency  in  terms  of  cost  and 
environmental  approvals. 

Developing  and  operating  a  landfill  site  is  very  expensive.   Generally,  a  single  landfill 
site  servicing  the  disposal  needs  of  a  number  of  communities  is  much  more  cost-efficient  than 
a  series  of  mini-sites.   It  reduces  the  duplication  of  facilities,  staff  and  operations,  and 
complicated  and  costly  environmental  monitoring.   In  fact,  a  group  of  municipalities  sharing  a 
landfill  site,  is  common  practice,  especially  if  the  municipalities  they  are  federated  into  a 
larger  regional  municipality  as  in  the  GTA. 

All  landfill  sites  require  approval  following  environmental  assessment.   This  process, 
being  followed  by  the  IWA,  involves  documenting  very  precisely  the  potential  impact  of  a 
landfill  on  the  local  agricultural,  ecological,  hydrogeological,  geological  and  social  features  of 
the  area.  Doing  an  environmental  assessment  for  a  number  of  mini-sites  for  each  disposal 
service  area  would  result  in  duplication,   substantially  higher  costs,  and  a  significantly  longer 
period  of  time  to  obtain  approval. 


For  more  information  on  waste  issues  contact: 

Environment  Ontario  Telephone:  (416)  323-4321 

Public  Information  Centre  1-800-565-4923 
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